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Welcome to Star of Bethlehem 
 

We are happy to have you join us for worship today.  How blessed we are to be able to 

gather together to hear the Lord speak to us through his holy Word.  We invite you to 

worship with us again soon.  

  
 

Worship Schedule (September – May) 

Saturday Service –5:30 p.m. 

Sunday Services – 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 

Monday Service – 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 Please fill out the yellow Connection Card that is in this service folder.  You can leave the 

Connection Card on the seat as you leave church. 

 Restrooms are located down the hallway from the gathering area and to the right.  There 

are additional restrooms through the double doors in the school. 

 A room for parents needing to quiet small children is also located adjacent to the gathering 

area. 

 We ask you to please make sure that your cell phone is silenced so it doesn’t become a 

distraction to others. 

 If you would like to know more about Star of Bethlehem, please speak to one of our pastors 

or any of our members, or visit our website, starofbethlehem.org.  We also have some 

information available at the Welcome Center in the gathering area. 

 

 

Today’s Theme:  The light of the world brings sight to the blind and judgment to the 

blinded. Faith means seeing Jesus as Savior. We were born in the 

blindness of sin, and without the light of Christ we could not find a way 

to safety. Christ comes to shine his light into our darkened eyes that 

we might see him and live. 
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Welcome 

Hymn: “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”  (CW 221) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Call to Worship 

 Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 People: Amen. 
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 Pastor:  We were all born in the blindness of sin.  Without the light of Christ we could not find a 
way to safety.  Christ comes to shine his light into our darkened eyes that we might see 
him and live.   Yet for those who refuse to see their Savior in Christ, the blindness of 
unbelief remains.  He gives gracious sight to the blind who trust in him; he gives blinding 
judgment on those who reject him; finally, he displays the word of God in the lives of 
those who now walk in the light of Christ.  

 

“Your Name is Power”  
 

(Sunday only – Anthem by Praise Band and school children) 

 
You're the only answer to the darkness.  You're the only right among the wrong. 
You're the only hope among the chaos. You are the voice that calls me on. 
Louder than every lie, my sword in every fight, 
The truth will chase away the night. 
 
Your name is power over darkness; freedom for the captives, 
Mercy for the broken and the hopeless. 
Your name is faithful in the battle, glory in the struggle, 
Mighty it won't let us down or fail us. 
Your name is power.  Your name is power. 
 
I know it is written, it is certain. I know that the Word will never fail. 
I know that in every situation, You speak the power to prevail. 
Louder than every lie, my sword in every fight, 
The truth will chase away the night. 
 
Your name is power over darkness; freedom for the captives, 
Mercy for the broken and the hopeless. 
Your name is faithful in the battle, glory in the struggle, 
Mighty it won't let us down or fail us. 
Your name is power.  Your name is power. 

 
Your name is power over darkness;  Freedom for the captives, 
Mercy for the broken and the hopeless. 
Your name is faithful in the battle; Glory in the struggle, 
Mighty it won't let us down or fail us. 
Your name is power;  Your name is power. 

 
         Please stand 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

 Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins  
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pastor:  Most merciful God… 

 People:  …we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole hearts; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
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 Pastor:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become 
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  

 People:  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

 ALL: Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants and stretch out  
the right hand of your power to defend us against all our enemies;   
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you  
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Please be seated 
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THE WORD OF OUR LORD 

A Lesson from the Letter to the Ephesians:  Ephesians 5:8-14 

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 
9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 and find out 
what pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but 
rather expose them. 12 It is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. 
13 But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is illuminated 
becomes a light. 14 This is why it is said: 

“Wake up, sleeper, 
    rise from the dead, 
    and Christ will shine on you.” 

 
 
 

 
“I will turn the darkness into light before them.”  Isaiah 42:16 
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Congregational Response:  “I Want to Walk as a Child of Light” (CWS 771) 
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The Gospel Lesson:  John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 
 

9:1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the 
works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him 
who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the 
light of the world.” 

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on 
the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means 
“Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on which 
Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore the 
Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the 
man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.” 

16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the 
Sabbath.” 

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided. 

17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your 
eyes he opened.” 

The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 

34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And 
they threw him out. 

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” 

36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 

37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 

38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 

39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and 
those who see will become blind.” 
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Children’s Message 

 

Hymn of the Day  “Christ is the World’s Light”   (CW 343 v. 1-3) 
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Sermon: Isaiah 42:16 

I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; 
I will turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough places smooth. 

 
 

TURN OUR DARKNESS INTO 

LIGHT 
Preacher: Pastor Jonathan Nitz 

 
 

Congregational Response:  “Christ be My Leader” (CW 367 v. 1) 
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Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand  

of God the Father almighty.  

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Offering 

 

 

The members of Star of Bethlehem have joined together to do the Lord’s work.  Visitors 

need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our church’s ministry 

both locally and around the world.   
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Prayers 

 Pastor: Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for calling us out of darkness into Your 
marvelous light. 

 People: For the gift of sight, which enables us to see Your wonderful works of creation, we 
give You thanks. 

 Pastor: For the faith by which we believe in Your Son Jesus Christ as our Savior... 

 People: …we praise and adore You. 

 Pastor: We admit, O Lord, that we have not always used these gifts to the greatest advantage of 
Your kingdom. 

 People: We have seen the needs of others and failed to respond. 

 Pastor: Our physical sight enables us to read Your Word; yet we have not used every opportunity 
to do so. 

 People: Our spiritual insight enables us to know Your will, and yet we have often acted 
contrary to Your commands. 

 Pastor: Our conscience condemns us for neglecting to do good when we have had the 
opportunity. 

 People: We have often impaired our vision by exposing ourselves to scenes and mental 
images that do not glorify You. 

 Pastor: For closing our eyes to the needs of others and for failing to see the needs of the 
kingdom... 

 People: …forgive us, O Lord. 

 Pastor: May Your Holy Spirit enlighten us to the mysteries of Your Word. 

 People: Give us clear insight that we may confidently lead others into Your light. 

 Pastor: Bless our efforts to enlighten the world with the truth of Your Gospel, and keep the light 
of faith burning brightly in our hearts. 

 People: Use us to alleviate the sufferings of the sick, and make us guides to the blind. 

    Special prayers may follow here. 

 Pastor: Bless our leaders with insight to understand the needs of our nation and the world. 

 People: This we ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

 ALL: Our Father in heaven,  
   hallowed be your name,  
   your kingdom come,  
   your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
  Give us today our daily bread.  
  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
  Lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
 

The Blessing 

 Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn:  “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name” (CW 321) 
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Announcements 

 

 

 

 

March Contemporary Service 
 
What part(s) of today's service did you appreciate most? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What things do you think could be done differently for future services of this type? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please put your completed survey into the Worship Suggestion box or Joel Aldinger’s church mailbox. 
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